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Module 1 
Getting Started 
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Now we're going to get started.  
 
Let's analyze your reasons for becoming a celebrant and cover 
some of the budget costs.  
 
I think conquering fear is the first thing we have to think about. 
And there are steps you can take to conquer fear.  
 
Do it in steps; easy, easy steps. Think about an anecdote of 
somebody not feeling very well. You're nervous; you can't get to 
the shops. So you take one step.  
 
The next day, you might take another step.  In other words, you're 
rehearsing.  
 
The next day, you might make it to the front door, another step. 
And then finally, you get the courage and the confidence to finally 
get to the shops.  
 
That's about a good analogy I can think for conquering fear, 
having the confidence that you need to be able to stand up in 
front of a lectern and deliver your service.  
 

We're talking too about budget.  
 
If you're going to be a celebrant, you need to allocate and be 
aware of some of the expenses you're going to incur.  
 
You're going to need some equipment obviously.  
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You're going to need to dress well. Sometimes, you can go to 
Venice or some of those other shops and you can find extremely 
good clothing at those.  
 
You can get advice on wardrobes. And the next thing I would do 
for you is print out a checklist of your steps and equipment that 
you need.  
 
First aid is another thing. I think it's important. Having seen a 
number of people collapse at services, I think a celebrant should 
be prepared.  
 
So get hold of a first aid book and learn about fainting, and panic 
attacks, and of course heart attacks; and what to do in those 
emergencies. It's a simple, simple step that could save a life.  
 

Action steps after module 1 would be:  

 Do a toastmaster's course for a start.  Learn speech craft 
from other organizations 

 Prepare your CV, your portfolio, your skills, what you can 
bring to the industry 

 Build your website. Appoint somebody for that, outsource if 
you need to 

 And then get into relationship building within your 
community. That's where you're going to get your business. 

 
It might be a bowling club, a golf club. It could be a surf club.  
It could be anywhere at all.  
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But get out into the community and do some relationship building. 
Don't forget the Chamber of Commerce, the local ones, wherever 
you are. 
 
Well this completes the end of module 1.  
 
The next one will cover some of the other parts in depth of what 
I've just mentioned. 
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