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Frequently Asked Questions 
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The cost of a funeral celebrant varies from state to 
state in Australia.  
 
The celebrants in Victoria are paid a lot more generally by 
directors. However, if a celebrant does it personally through a 
family, of course it will be different; it will vary completely and 
utterly. One member of my family paid over $1,000 for me to 
conduct a very personal service for her mother.  
 
So in Sydney, anything from $400 right through to $1,400, 
depending on the area, would be a fair enough charge, which is 
expected by the client for a very personalized service that you are 
now equipped to deliver. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions.  
 
Now, this is interesting. I’ve had a number of these. Some people 
value their pets to the extreme, and I’ve been asked,  
 

Do I do pet burials?  
 
So I think you could charge $400 or so for a pet burial, which of 
course would be done at their own homes, usually.  
 
Also, as opposed to a marriage celebrant person, in Australia, the 
attorney general has to register a marriage celebrant.  
 

At the moment in 2015, funeral celebrants do not have 
to be registered.  
 
Anyone can conduct a funeral. It can be a member of the family; it 
can be anyone who has been asked to conduct that service. And 
anyone can participate in the funeral service.  
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I’ve also been asked: 
 

Do you have to have a minister?  
 
No you don’t, you can choose your own celebrant. That’s 
important, and the cost for me at the moment would be $400 in 
2015 to conduct a relatively simple half-hour service.  
 
Chapels will charge a lot more if a funeral is booked for longer 
than half an hour, if a chapel is booked for longer. Be aware of 
those things. 
 

If you’re able to add things: 
 
If you’ve got your printing facilities, order of service, it’s much 
better to print it yourself, I do mine, and that’s at extra cost to the 
people, and that would be quite expensive done professionally 
outside and certainly a lot more complicated than just one 
celebrant doing it.  
 
So those are a few frequently asked questions. 
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